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France, on Holy Thursday, Cardinal del Giudice, grand
inquisitor and minister of state, who had this mean com-
plaisance for her. She thus struck two blows at once;
she got rid, at least for a time, of a Cardinal minister
who troubled her, and anticipated Brancas, which in
our Court was no small point.

Brancas, who felt all the importance of arriving first,
followed the Cardinal on Good Friday, and moved so
well that he overtook him at Bayonne, at night while
he was asleep; Brancas passed straight on, charging the
Commandant to amuse and to delay the Cardinal as
long as possible on the morrow; gained ground, and
arrived at Bordeaux with twenty-eight post-horses that
he had carried off with him from various stations, to
keep them from the Cardinal. He arrived in Paris
in this manner two days before the other, and went
straight to Marly where the King was, to explain the
business that had led him there. He had a long audi-
ence with the King, and received a lodging for the rest
of the visit.

The Cardinal del Giudice rested four or five days at
Paris, and then came to Marly, where he was introduced
to the King. The Cardinal was somewhat embar-
rassed; he was charged with no business; all his mission
was to praise Madame des Ursins, and complain of the
Marquis de Brancas. These praises of Madame des
Ursins were but vague; she had not sufficient confi-
dence in the Cardinal to admit to him her real position
in our Court, and to give him instructions accordingly,
so that what he had to say was soon all said; against
the Marquis de Brancas he had really no fact to allege,
his sole crime was that he was too sharp-sighted and not
sufficiently devoted to the Princess.